




  

enlightened and positive about how they may be able to make some changes to move 

their business forward and make it a better working environment for all involved. 

 

The fifth workshop, held on the 15th June 2017 including two different topics – Native 

Vegetation on the farming property, and Safe Ag Systems. The guest speakers for this 

workshop were Anne Brown, from Greening Australia and Caroline Graham from Safe AG 

Systems. Anne, who works for Greening Australia is a wealth of knowledge and gave an 

informative talk on what native species to grow on your property and how to use trees 

and shrubs to your advantage for stock or soil amelioration. Anne has offered her 

expertise to the group in the future and can offer information on farm vegetation 

planning. 

Caroline Graham informed us of our new obligations for Workplace Health and Safety for 

us as farm business owners. While initially daunting, there are systems that can be set up, 

such as a cloud based system to ensure records are sufficient and farming properties are 

as safe as they can be. Caroline’s talk was a huge eye opener for many women who have 
not yet set up Workplace Health and Safety policies in their businesses. 

 

A free crèche for young children has been made available in the town for all workshops 

and has been utilised by both local women and by women outside of the area. It has been 

fed back in surveys that this was a very useful service and meant that more women could 

attend. On all occasions however, there have been some mothers who have bought very 

young babies along to the workshops and this was embraced by guest speakers and all 

other attendees. The creation of an inclusive environment where women could come 

along and comfortably learn new skills, meet likeminded women, or even just to share 

their experiences and hardships is something our group is incredibly proud of. The guest 

speakers Lou Flohr, James Hillcoat, Judy Wilkinson, Anne Brown and Caroline Graham have 

clearly allowed for a free flow of dialogue and  the overwhelming feedback was that they 

‘made ag information really understandable’. It has also been really positive to see the 
feedback from farmers in the area whose partners attended the agronomy workshops, 

one said ‘my wife and I have worked and farmed together for fifteen years and for the first 
time ever we had a conversation about crop rotations and chemical mixes, it has been 

really valuable learning to bring back to our business.’ 
 

 

The Ladies on the Land Upskilling Women Workshops have been an overwhelming 

success. They have given women real practical skills and knowledge to take back to their 

own farming enterprises. Over forty women in total attended the Upskilling Women 

workshops. Many are now connected via our Facebook page which has grown from 3800 

followers to 6176 or via our Twitter Page. Some feedback from attendees: 

- Male farmers thanking the group – some had never before had a conversation with 

their wife or partner about cropping or agronomy and found this very positive 

- Women commented that they had new connections with other women in the 

district – a common interest in farming 

- The way that the women were able to share their experiences in a non-threatening 

environment cannot be understated 

- Information was delivered in a way that would actually be remembered, it was 

pitched at the right level and could easily be applied straight to their farms 






