








  

water logged), and a lack of rain late in the growing season (year 3) significantly reduced the durum’s ability to fill to potential and therefore reduced yields. 

 Irrespective, Trojan (GP) and DBA-Aurora (DR1) had the highest gross margins 

in 2015 with similar results obtained in 2016 (although WID802 slightly out 

performed DBA-Aurora). All varieties had quality issues. 

 Across all yield / price combinations (for the first two years – 2015, 2016) the 

durum had a higher return when compared to the bread wheat. 

 

SANDERSTON 

 In the first year of the project, this site was visited by SAGIT staff and was one of 

the best sites throughout that season. Across the years, this site was sown into 

minimal soil moisture (early-May).  

 Higher than expected yields were obtained across all varieties. 

 The finish was a bit softer than some areas and this showed in the quality. 

 Trojan (APW) and WID802 (DR1) were the higher returning varieties, with no 

quality issues for either. 

 In year 1, despite bread wheat averaging over 5 t ha-1 compared to the durum 

under 4 t ha-1, the higher market price for durum meant that it still returned a 

higher GM across all yield / price combinations (apart from the low yield / low 

price). 

 In year 2, the yield difference obtained meant that the durum varieties’ gain in 
gross margin was not as large as some sites, but the low value of bread wheat 

saw the durum have a comfortable advantage over the bread wheat varieties in 

several of the yield / price combinations (excluding low yield/low price and high 

yield/low price). 

 In year 3, the increased vigour of the bread wheat varieties and their ability to 

recover from the dry start, enabled these varieties to significantly out-yield the 

durum varieties. With such a significant yield gap, the durum varieties’ gross 

margins were lower in all yield and price combinations.   

 

WANDEREAH 

 In general, across the three years, the site was sown at the same time as the 

bread wheat crop around it. 

 This was a challenging site (area in general) and this was reflected in the test 

weight and protein results in year 1, where quality issues were recorded across 

all varieties. 

 In 2016, a very good end to the season saw yield and quality for both bread and 

durum wheat varieties to be high, with all achieving their top grade. 

Furthermore, both bread and durum wheat varieties had very similar yields. 

Consequently, the gross margin difference recorded in the second year at this 

site is a direct reflection of the much higher durum price. 

 To highlight the yield potential of such a challenging site in what was a good 

season, bread wheat varieties ranged from 3.8 t ha-1 (Emu Rock) to 4.9 t ha-1 

(Cobra), while the durum variety yields ranged from 4.1 t ha-1 (Tamaroi) to 4.7 t 

ha-1 (DBA-Aurora). 

 

YEELANNA 

 In 2015, this site was sown early by local standards, and had a good season with 

an average finish; while in 2016 the site was sown around the same time as the 

surrounding crop and enjoyed good moisture throughout the season. 








