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THE PROBLEM:
SA grain growers are 
part of a diverse range of 
grower groups across the 
state

THE RESEARCH: 
A forum was held to 
increase the understanding 
of research and 
development projects and 
activities carried out by 
South Australia’s farming 
groups, as well as sharing 
resources and knowledge 
between farming groups, 
industry and government 
representatives.

AEX118G: 2018 Ag Excellence Alliance Forum 
Evaluation

The Ag Excellence Alliance hold a forum each year to share information 
about research and development projects and activities being carried out 
by farming groups across the state. The SAGIT contribution is put towards 
the cost of speakers for the event.

BACKGROUND

RESEARCH AIMS
The core objectives of the project were to:
•	 Provide a better understanding of the research, development and 

extension projects and activities undertaken by farming groups from 
across the state

•	 Achieve greater sharing of resources and knowledge between farming 
groups, industry and government representatives through new and 
existing contacts and networks

•	 Help people learn new skills in relation to the communication of 
project outcomes, collaboration with the NRM, leadership in regional 
communities and the development of capacity for delivering RD&E in 
regional areas

IN THE FIELD
The 2018 Ag Excellence Alliance Forum and Awards were held over two 
days, with 71 people in attendance for day one, 67 at the dinner and 64 
in attendance for day two.

The participants consisted of farming employees and contractors, 
farmer committee members, natural resource management and primary 
industries agency staff, as well as agricultural industry representatives.
Some delegates attended all sessions, while some attended selected 
sessions.

IN A NUTSHELL
The 13th Ag Excellence Alliance Forum and Awards provided a 
platform for grower groups and agriculture industry personnel 
to share their experiences, develop new ideas and foster trends 

within innovation, technology and extension spaces.



Any recommendations, suggestions or opinions 
contained in this communication do not 
necessarily represent the policy or views of the 
South Australian Grain Industry Trust (SAGIT). No 
person should act on the basis of the contents 
of this communication without first obtaining 
specific, independent, professional advice. The 
Trust and contributors to this communication 
may identify products by proprietary or trade 
names to help readers identify particular types 
of products. We do not endorse or recommend 
the products of any manufacturer referred 
to. Other products may perform as well as or 
better than those specifically referred to. SAGIT 
will not be liable for any loss, damage, cost or 
expense incurred or arising by reason of any 
person using or relying on the information in this 
communication. 
CAUTION: RESEARCH ON UNREGISTERED 
AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS USE. Any research 
with unregistered pesticides or of unregistered 
products reported in this communication does 
not constitute a recommendation for that 
particular use by the authors or the author’s 
organisations. All pesticide applications must 
accord with the currently registered label for that 
particular pesticide, crop, pest and region. 
Copyright © All material published in this 
communication is copyright protected and may 
not be reproduced in any form without written 
permission from SAGIT

SAGIT DISCLAIMER

SAGIT RESEARCH SUMMARY
Using data obtained in an electronic survey, several conclusions were 
reached about the forum.
•	 There was overwhelming support for the forum to continue being 

held annually, with late March/early April the favoured time of year.
•	 The ‘Round Table’ discussion was viewed as valuable and a great way 

to garner audience input.
•	 Most delegates believe the forum is fulfilling what they want out of it, 

with only minor changes recommended.
•	 Despite many attendees being willing to recommend future 

forums, it was concerning that many delegates indicated ‘maybe’ to 
recommending the Forum to their colleagues.

•	 The presentations made over the course of the forum were generally 
very well received, with the grower group presentations on day one 
perceived as the least valuable.

RESULTS

The Ag Excellence Alliance Forum provides growers with an opportunity 
to hear about the latest and most groundbreaking research and 
development projects and activities being carried out by farming groups 
across the state. The forum also provides growers with a valuable 
networking opportunity.

VALUE FOR GROWERS

MORE INFORMATION:
Kerry Stockman, Ag Excellence Alliance 
M: 0418 841 331 
E: admin@agex.org.au

Participants at the forum


