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THE PROBLEM:
Stakeholders in the
management soilborne
diseases need a way to
exchange ideas, share
latest developments and
network with each other.

THE RESEARCH:

The Australasian Soilborne
Disease Symposium
provides up-to-date
information and a place

to interact for researchers
and growers.

SAGIT RESEARCH SUMMARY

APP118: Australasian Soilborne Disease
Symposium 2018 in Adelaide

IN A NUTSHELL

What were the key outcomes in 100 words or less? The 2018
Australasian Soilborne Disease Symposium held in Adelaide
gave a diverse range of participants the opportunity to hear
about the latest research into soilborne diseases.
The highly successful conference ran over four days and

featured over 50 presentations covering topics such as disease
suppression, pathogen diagnostics, rhizosphere microbiology,
new understandings of plant microbiomes, disease resistance
and biosecurity.
Participants that included researchers, students and end users
(~20% of total participants) found it a valuable experience and
gave positive feedback, saying they benefited from the topics
covered and the opportunity to network.

BACKGROUND

The Australasian Soilborne Disease Symposium is a biennial conference
which provides a cross-industry platform and international forum to
share the latest developments in soilborne disease control and the
opportunity for participants including researchers, students and end
users to forge new collaborations.

RESEARCH AIMS

The core objectives of the project were to:

* Organise the 10th Australasian Soilborne Disease Symposium

* Host talks by national and international experts for the benefit of
researchers and growers

* Focus on new insights in disease control through natural disease
suppression/biocontrol, new understanding of microbiomes and
plant resistance for reducing disease impacts.

IN THE FIELD

The event was held in Adelaide between 4-7 September 2018.

The attendees heard from a range of national and international experts.
There were over 50 oral presentations and 28 poster presentations,
providing diverse expertise and an environment for participants to
develop new collaborations while learning about the latest developments
in pathogen diagnostics, ecology and disease management.
Presentations by keynote speakers included topics related to disease
suppression, rhizosphere microbiology, diagnostics and new concepts
for disease management through manipulation of the plant microbiome,
resistance and biosecurity.




RESULTS

The symposium was very successful, with 120 participants from nine
different countries attending.

The feedback from attendees was positive and indicated the participants
found the presentations and topics relevant and 95 percent of the
attendees rated the conference performance as good to very good.
Some of the main reasons cited for attending the conference were the
networking opportunities, the content, the opportunity for professional
development and to present their own research.

VALUE FOR GROWERS

The conference benefited growers (~20% of participants) directly with the
opportunity to attend and learn about the latest information in soilborne
diseases. It also indirectly benefits growers as a stimulus that promotes
diverse collaborations and advancements in soil disease understanding
and management techniques.

MORE INFORMATION:
Dr Gupta Vadakattu, CSIRO Agriculture & Food and

Australasian Plant Pathology Society
T: 08 8303 8579 M: 0427 790 538
E: Gupta.vadakattu@csiro.au

Attendees of the 10th
Australasian Soilborne Disease
Symposium in Adelaide 2018

SAGIT DISCLAIMER

Any recommendations, suggestions or opinions
contained in this communication do not
necessarily represent the policy or views of the
South Australian Grain Industry Trust (SAGIT). No
person should act on the basis of the contents
of this communication without first obtaining
specific, independent, professional advice. The
Trust and contributors to this communication
may identify products by proprietary or trade
names to help readers identify particular types
of products. We do not endorse or recommend
the products of any manufacturer referred

to. Other products may perform as well as or
better than those specifically referred to. SAGIT
will not be liable for any loss, damage, cost or
expense incurred or arising by reason of any
person using or relying on the information in this
communication.

CAUTION: RESEARCH ON UNREGISTERED
AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS USE. Any research
with unregistered pesticides or of unregistered
products reported in this communication does
not constitute a recommendation for that
particular use by the authors or the author's
organisations. All pesticide applications must
accord with the currently registered label for that
particular pesticide, crop, pest and region.
Copyright © All material published in this
communication is copyright protected and may
not be reproduced in any form without written
permission from SAGIT




