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FAST FACTS

THE DATES:
Start: 7 April 2016
Finish: 8 April 2016

PROJECT PARTICIPANTS:
Ag Excellence Alliance:
Kerry Stockman.

THE PROBLEM:

This annual forum
provides the only
opportunity for grower
group representatives and
other key stakeholders to
network, share information
and form future
partnerships.

THE RESEARCH:

A two-day forum was
held including 27 guest
speakers and an awards
dinner.

SAGIT RESEARCH SUMMARY

AEA116G: Ag Ex Forum

IN A NUTSHELL

A total of 96 delegates attended the forum, with 27 guest
speakers over two days and an awards dinner. The Hart
Field-Site Group won the PIRSA grower group award, and

the Society of Precision Agriculture Australia (SPAA) won the
AGBYTE Encouragement Award. Feedback was positive, with all
participants indicating in the post-evaluation survey they intend
to attend the forum in the future.

BACKGROUND

The Ag Excellence Alliance was established in 2005 to help increase the
viability of South Australian farmers through providing leadership and
effective linkages between grower groups and key stakeholders.

The Alliance holds an annual forum, with the intention of bringing
together grower groups and stakeholders to network, share information
and form future partnerships.

RESEARCH AIMS

The forum was conducted to achieve the following objectives:

* Anincreased understanding of the research, development and
extension projects and activities undertaken by farming groups
across the state.

* Greater sharing of resources and knowledge between farming
groups, industry and government representatives through new and
existing contacts and networks.

* Learn new skills particularly in relation to communication of
project outcomes, collaboration with NRM, leadership in regional
communities and developing capacity for delivering RD&E in regional
areas.

IN THE FIELD

Day one featured guest speakers:

* Tim Hermann, Department of Environment, Water and Natural
Resources (DEWNR)

* Eliza Rieger, Natural Resources SA Murray Darling Basin (SAMDB
NRM)

* Nicole Bennett, Natural Resources Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges

(AMLR NRM)

Mark Stanley, Regional Connections

Thea Birss, Mellor Olsson

Paul Daniel, Ag in Compliance

David Evans, Grain Growers Ltd

Harm van Rees, Cropfacts

Day two featured guest speakers
* Grower group speakers:
* Ruth Sommerville, Upper North Farming Systems (UNFS)
* Linden Masters, Eyre Peninsula Agricultural Research Foundation
(EPARF)



* Judith McArthur, Agriculture Kangaroo Island (Ag Ki)
* Madeline Mole, Mallee Sustainable Farming (MSF)
*  Krysteen McElroy, MacKillop Farm Management Group (MFMG)
* Jeff Braun, Mid North High Rainfall Zone (MNHRZ)
* Helen Lamont, Lower Eyre Agricultural Development Association
(LEADA)
* Nicole Dimos, Society of Precision Agriculture Australia (SPAA)
* Leighton Pearce, SA No-Till Farmers Association (SANTFA)
*  Kim Blenkiron, Partners in Grain (PinG)
* Kristin McEvoy, Yorke Peninsula Alkaline Soils Group (YPASG)
* Brett Nietschke, Barossa Improved Grazing Group (BIGG)
o Leet Wilksch, Northern Sustainable Soils (NSS) and
* Sarah Noack, Hart Field-Site Group
* Andrew Kitto, Advisory Board of Agriculture (ABA)
* Dale Grey, Agriculture Victoria

* Stephen Loss, Grains Research and Development Corporation (GRDC)

* Stephen Lee, Blueprint Manager, Adelaide University
* The Awards dinner featured guest speaker Neville Crooke,
Swarmfarm Robotics.

RESULTS

The Hart Field-Site Group won the PIRSA grower group award, and
the Society of Precision Agriculture Australia (SPAA) won the AGBYTE
Encouragement Award.

All participants indicated in the post-evaluation survey they intend to
attend the forum in the future.

Participants reported the most valuable session on day one was the
importance of work health and safety, with 60 per cent rating it ‘very
valuable'.

Grower group presentations on day two were rated as 4 out of 5 for
providing ‘interesting and relevant information’, with no respondents
scoring lower than 3 out of 5.

Sessions on day two were rated as valuable, with less than 10 per cent
of respondents rating any session as 2 out of 5 or less. The most valued
session was ‘Simplifying Climate Change’ by Dale Grey, and the most
valued grower group sessions were ‘Volunteer Reliance’ and ‘Beyond
Survival.

On average half the information provided on day two was new to
participants.

VALUE FOR GROWERS

Growers can find all the presentations from the session online at http://
agex.org.au/2016-ag-excellence-forum-awards-presentations/

MORE INFORMATION:
Kerry Stockman, Ag Excellence Alliance

P: 0418 841 331
E: admin@agex.org.au
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Participants at the forum

SAGIT DISCLAIMER

Any recommendations, suggestions or opinions
contained in this communication do not necessarily
represent the policy or views of the South Austra-
lian Grain Industry Trust (SAGIT). No person should
act on the basis of the contents of this communica-
tion without first obtaining specific, independent,
professional advice. The Trust and contributors

to this communication may identify products by
proprietary or trade names to heg) readers identify
particular types of products. We do not endorse

or recommend the products of any manufacturer
referred to. Other products may Fen‘orm as well

as or better than those specifically referred to.
SAGIT will not be liable for any loss, dama%e, cost
or expense incurred or arising by reason o anp
person using or relying on the information in this
communication.

CAUTION: RESEARCH ON UNREGISTERED AGRI-
CULTURAL CHEMICALS USE. Any research with
unregistered pesticides or of unregistered products
reported in this communication does not constitute
a recommendation for that particular use by the
authors or the author's organisations. All pesticide
applications must accord with the currently regis-
tered label for that particular pesticide, crop, pest
and region.

Copyright © All material published in this com-
munication is copyright protected and may not be
reproduced in any form without written permission
from SAGIT




