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THE PROBLEM:
Trial data can be 
corrupted by poor data 
collection, interpretation 
or presentation, which 
can hinder growers 
and researchers in 
understanding project 
findings.

THE RESEARCH: 
A workshop was held 
in Adelaide to improve 
participants skills in data 
assessment, interpretation 
and presentation.

AIA116: Support for workshop on data 
presentation and interpretation 

A poorly-framed research question, poor trial or experiment design and 
inadequate data collection can reduce the quality of data produced by 
an experiment and there may be little that subsequent analyses can do 
to improve the data. The result is that the time, effort and expense of 
running the experiment is wasted.

Similarly, no matter how well an experimental program is conducted 
or the quality of the results and analysis, if the information is not 
communicated properly to those who will benefit most, usually 
growers, the work has not achieved all its objectives. A critical aspect of 
communicating the results is the presentation of the analyses.

BACKGROUND

RESEARCH AIMS
The purpose of the workshop was to improve the ability of attendees to 
assess data quality, interpret experimental data, present the results for 
a range of audiences and improve the presentation of information in 
reports.

IN A NUTSHELL
Participants from Adelaide and regional SA participated 

in a workshop covering an introduction to aspects of data 
interpretation and analysis. The aim was to assist consultants, 

advisors and others in the grains industry to better understand 
data to help interpret and present results.



Any recommendations, suggestions or opinions 
contained in this communication do not necessarily 
represent the policy or views of the South Austra-
lian Grain Industry Trust (SAGIT). No person should 
act on the basis of the contents of this communica-
tion without first obtaining specific, independent, 
professional advice. The Trust and contributors 
to this communication may identify products by 
proprietary or trade names to help readers identify 
particular types of products. We do not endorse 
or recommend the products of any manufacturer 
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SAGIT DISCLAIMER

SAGIT RESEARCH SUMMARY IN THE FIELD
The workshop addressed the following topics:
1. Assessing data quality
2. Identifying potential problems
3. Analysis of variance
4. Structure of the ANOVA table
5. Correlation and regression
6. Data presentation

The workshop attracted 29 participants from Adelaide and 
regional SA, representing both government and private 
organisations.

RESULTS

Following the workshop, 29 members of the SA grains industry 
have improved their skills in data analysis and presentation, which 
will lead to improved project outcomes and application of findings 
on-farm.

A one-page handout was prepared by Glenn McDonald for 
the 2016 SAGIT update, based on the concepts covered in the 
workshop, which can be downloaded

VALUE FOR GROWERS

MORE INFORMATION:
Glenn McDonald, Ag Institute of Australia 
T: 08 8313 7358 
E: admin@aginstitute.com.au

Participants at the workshops


